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Judge Approves $143M
Settlement with Columbia Gas
03.16.2020
 

On March 12, Massachusetts Superior Court Judge James F. Lang approved an “historic” $143 million
class action settlement providing significant compensation to victims of the September 2018
Merrimack Valley gas explosions caused by Columbia Gas. Judge Lang noted that the Settlement,
negotiated by Bailey Glasser partner John Roddy and co-lead counsel from Grant & Eisenhofer and
Morgan & Morgan is “about four times larger than the next largest state court class action
settlement in Massachusetts and in fact greater than the next eight combined.”

The Settlement was crafted over six months of mediated negotiations. “From the inception of this
case our goal was always to get the most money to those who suffered most,” said Roddy. The Court
praised the Settlement’s design, noting that “the majority of compensation will appropriately go to
those who are most adversely impacted by the event, those in or near the impact zone.“ An average
family of four from the roughly 40,000 claimants will recover more than $8,000. Businesses and
those with extraordinary claims can recover tens of thousands more.

The judge also noted that the fees lead counsel sought were modest given the outcome. “Compared
to awards in other cases the fees request here is below, and perhaps well below, the usual.“
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