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O
n Tuesday, August 27, 2002, the
lives of Arthur Bryant, his wife, 

Nancy Johnson, and their seven-year-old 
son, Wally, changed forever. The family 
was driving south on Highway 97, 
headed through La Pine, Oregon. They 
had only traveled a short distance that 
morning from Sunriver, where Bryant, 
the executive director for Trial Lawyers 
for Public Justice, had been the keynote 
speaker at the OTLA Summer Conven­
tion. The family got an early start that 
day because they wanted to get home to 
Oakland in time to get Wally to bed and 
ready for his first day of second grade. 
Bryant and Johnson were looking for­
ward to a long, leisurely, end-of-summer 
drive in Johnson's 1993 Toyota Corolla 
station wagon. Suddenly, a Chevy Sil­
verado four-wheel-drive pick-up truck, 
headed the opposite direction, swerved 
into their car at a high rate of speed and 
blew the smaller vehicle apart. 

Everyone in the car was injured, 
Johnson was seriously injured and Wally 
broke his leg. Bryant bore the brunt of 
the crash and suffered the most serious 
injuries. He lay near death at St. Charles 
Medical Center in Bend as friends and 
family were notified. He was diagnosed 
with a traumatic brain injury, two col­
lapsed lungs, broken bones in his arms 
and legs and a crushed right hand and 
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foot. OTLA members organized a blood 
drive and came to the family's assistance 
every way they possibly could including 
providing round-the-dock visitors, hous­
ing, food and playmates for Wally. 

An appropriate name 

That winter, the OTLA board made 
what to many seemed an obvious choice. 
They renamed the OTLA Public Justice 
Award the Arthur H. Bryant Public Jus­
tice Award, in honor of the man who 
nearly lost his life and his family attend­
ing the convention at Sunriver. There 
were many ties between OTLA and TLPJ 
(the organization now known simply 
Public Justice). First and foremost, both 

It would be presented each year at the 
summer convention. From 2003 on, the 
newer honor as been appropriately 
known as the Arthur H. Bryant Public 
Justice Award. 

It matters 

I 'm sharing this story because I wasn't 
aware of all the details myself I'm sure 
many other members may not know the 
whole story of the origins and the naming 
of this prestigious award. Every year at 
the convention, the ceremony honoring 
the year's recipient(s) of the Arthur H. 
Bryant Public Justice Award is a highlight 
for me. Each award involves an inspiring 
story. Usually it involves fighting against 

societal norms to move the 
moral arc of the universe 
just a little closer to justice. 
(See list of recipients be­
low.) All the recipients and 
their clients have amazing 
stories - a few are memo­

rable to me. 

are organizations seeking 
justice and advocating 
for the public interest. 
Jeff Foote was president 
of OTLA in 1990-91 
and an officer on the 
TLPJ board when he 
conceived of the annual 
award for OTLA, pat­
terned after a similar 
award given by TLPJ. 
The OTLA Board voted 
the award would be 
given "to recognize an 

At the 2004 conven­
tion, attendees heard how 
OTLA member Steve Ber­
man and political activist 

Steve Novick worked onArthur Bryant, Nancy Johnson 

and their son, Wally, in 200 I. state ballot titles protecting
survivors' right to access to juries. In 
2011, OTLA member Lake Perriguay 
and his client, student teacher Seth St­
ambaugh, were both honored for fighting 
for Stambaugh's rights. Stambaugh was 

individual or group who, throughout the 
previous year, strived to create a more 
just society through creative litigation 
and innovative work with the broader 
public interest community." 






