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Michael A. Caddell (SBN 249469) Arthur H. Bryant (SBN 208365)
Cynthia B. Chapman (SBN 164471) (admission application forthcoming)
Amy E. Tabor (SBN 297660) Bailey & Glasser, LLP

CADDELL & CHAPMAN 1999 Harrison Street, Suite 660
P.O. Box 1311 Oakland, CA 94612

Monterey, CA 93942 Tel.: (510) 272-8000

Tel.: (713) 751-0400 Fax: (510) 436-0291

Fax: (713) 751-0906 Email: abryant@baileyglasser.com

Email: mac@caddellchapman.com

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

FRESNO DIVISION
TAYLOR ANDERS, HENNESSY EVANS,
ABBIGAYLE ROBERTS, MEGAN WALAITIS, and Case No.
TARA WEIR, individually and on behalf of
all those similarly situated DECLARATION OF
TARA WEIR
Plaintiffs,

V.

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO,
TERRENCE TUMEY, in his official capacity as

Director of Athletics at California State University, Fresno,
JOSEPH CASTRO, in his official capacity as

former President of California State University,

Fresno, DR. SAUL JIMENEZ-SANDOVAL,

in his official capacity as Interim

President of California State University, Fresno

Defendants.

I, Tara Weir, am over 18 years of age and competent to make the following statement. All of the
statements below are based on my personal knowledge.

I. I am currently enrolled at California State University, Fresno (“Fresno State”). I am a
freshman majoring in Pre-Veterinary Medicine. I expect to graduate in 2024.

2. I am a member of the varsity women’s lacrosse team at Fresno State and I have three years
of athletic eligibility left.

3. I am a named plaintiff in this action. I make this declaration in support of this Court

preserving the women’s varsity lacrosse team.
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4. I am personally devastated by the prospect that women’s lacrosse is being eliminated as a
varsity sport at Fresno State.

5. I grew up outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and lacrosse was very popular in my
community. I have been playing since the fifth grade. My grade school started a lacrosse team, and the
coach invited me to try it after she saw me play basketball. Once the team started, I fell in love with the
sport.

6. The following year, I started playing on a travel team and continued improving. I continued
playing both lacrosse and basketball until eighth grade, when the year-round stress on my body and my
academics forced me to choose between the two sports.

7. I worked hard and excelled at lacrosse throughout high school. During the college
admissions process, my priority was to find a school where I could play lacrosse and that also offered my
chosen major, Pre-Veterinary Medicine.

8. During my junior year of high school, I committed to play NCAA Division I lacrosse at
Saint Francis University in Pennsylvania. However, the following summer, the Saint Francis coaching
staff disbanded. One of those staff members, Coach Kara Concheck, was going to take a position at Fresno
State as assistant coach, and she invited me to visit the school.

9. When I visited Fresno, I fell in love with the school and the team, and knew it was the right
place for me because I would be able to play lacrosse all four years and pursue my Pre-Veterinary major.

10. This school year, before I had even had a chance to play a season, Fresno State announced
that it had decided to eliminate women’s lacrosse. While this spring season has not yet been cancelled,
this announcement was especially devastating to me because I came to Fresno State with the expectation
that [ would be able to play four years of lacrosse.

11. If our team is not preserved, I will have to transfer schools if I wish to play lacrosse. I feel
deceived by Fresno State.

12. Coming to Fresno State from the East Coast was a major adjustment for me. [ uprooted my
life and moved across the country and took the initiative to become happy and settled in this community.

I immediately bonded with my teammates and made great friends.
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13. Now, if [ wish to continue playing lacrosse, I will lose these close relationships and have
to start over again at a new school among teams and friends that are already integrated. I dread the prospect
of having to find a new school with my major and go through the adjustments of moving and making
friends all over again.

14. The situation has been stressful and frustrating for me. It feels as though the years of hard
work and commitment I put into my sport to reach this level were all for nothing.

15. I hope that the Court will correct the harm Fresno State has caused to me and my teammates
and prevent future harm by preserving the women’s lacrosse team.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: February 8 ,2021 mwm

Tara Weir
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